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Parish Council

Hello Little Staughton...... September, here we
are, children going back to school, some of
whom will be moving up to “big school” to all
of you, the very best of luck, and enjoy it!

| have never in my life known such a prolonged
period of dry weather. So to see the heavens
open as | am writing this is sheer delight — but
let us also hope that it knows when to stop.

On a terribly sad note, on behalf of the PC and
the entire village | would like to send our most
sincere condolences to the Hopperton family
on the passing of Bernard during August.
Bernard spent his life farming in Little
Staughton and he will be sadly missed.

On a happier note, | would like to wish Clir
Mike Sargent a very happy 80th Birthday!
Mike, thank you for all you do for the village
and as a PC - we would be lost without you.

Have a great September, Little Staughton.
Stay safe and keep smiling!

James A Baker

Chairman, Little Staughton Parish Council
The Crown Pub Quiz returns!!

The long-awaited Crown Pub Quiz will start
again on Monday 28" September. The
following two quizzes will be on 12" and
26" October and thereafter every Monday
fortnight. Aim to arrive at around 19:30 for a
20:00 start (8pm).

Teams may have a maximum of 6 members —
and individuals are encouraged to come and fill
in where teams are short. There are always
opening and new participants are welcome.

For this season there will be an increase from
£3 to £4 for each player. This covers both the
cost of an excellent supper meal, kindly
provided by Kevin and Maria, and a small cash
prize to the winning team.

Separately, | will be emailing a full list of dates
to previous attendees to invite anyone
interested in setting a quiz. Finally, | hope that |
can count on your support as this is my first
season running the Quiz following Paul
Foster's well-earned retirement !

John Edwards

Bulky Waste Collection

This year’s collection will take place at Grays
Grove on Saturday 29" August from 8am -
10am. Full details of what is permitted can be
found on the Parish Notice Board

MS Society Fund Raiser

If you have never experienced Kevin and
Maria’s hospitality at The Crown (and even if
you have!), there is a fantastic chance to do so
on Sunday 30" August from 3 pm, when
there will be an opportunity to sample their
fantastic Hog Roast.

This will be a fund-raising event in support of
the MS Society and as well as the Hog Roast,
there will be live music from Josh Pearce, a
quiz and a raffle.

A ticket is required to enjoy the Hog Roast and
join in the quiz Tickets cost £15 for adults and

children aged 13 and over. Children under 13

are free!

Tickets are available from Mike Pearce, Trinity,
Spring Hill, 07891 659769
Mike.pearce0764@gmail.com; Cheryl
Syvertsen, The Firs, 4, Grays Grove,
07799333253 cdcake@gmail.com; or Top
End Stores

Raffle prizes include 3x £50 window

cleans from Diamond Clean; 2 hours of free
gardening from Kane (within 5 miles radius of
LS); and a family portrait photography
session from yours truly (I used to be a
wedding photographer).

Raffle tickets cost £5 per strip and can be
purchased in advance from Cheryl or Mike, or
bought on the day. Come along to enjoy a
relaxed and fun afternoon with good food,
good music and good company and help an
important charity, too!

Annual Golf Day

Saturday 19*" September at Mowsbury golf
course cost £38.A final reminder that Little
Staughton's golf day is very neatly upon us.
Contact Mike to pay and reserve your place via
What'sApp or message 07712 657682 or email
mikemoor315@gmail.com
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All Saints’ Church Services

Full details of services - including those which
continue to be available via Zoom - can also be
found on the benefice website
www.swhw.co.uk and the church noticeboard.

Services for September are as follows...

Sunday 6" 10.00 am, Benefice Communion at
Great Staughton

Sunday 13" 10.30 am, Parish Communion at
Great Staughton

Sunday 20* 9.00 am, Parish Communion at
Little Staughton

Sunday 27" 9.00 am, Parish Communion at
Hail Weston; 6.00 pm, Benefice Evensong at
Hail Weston

Communion in Your Home

At the moment, our Benefice is without a
permanent vicar. However, we do have lay
ministers who are able to give communion. If
you would like to take communion but are
unable to get to a communion service, please
contact Glenn on 07854673771, or Maggie on
07971722663 to arrange communion in your
home,

Harvest Festival

On Sunday 4" October we will be holding our
Harvest Festival service at the church. If you
would like to make a food donation,

please either leave it with Mary Hopperton at
Wyndham, Little Staughton, or bring it along to
the service which starts at 9am. All non-
perishable donations will be given to the local
food bank.

Little Staughton Harvest Lunch

Sunday 4" October, 12.30 for 1.00pm, in the

Village Hall. Tickets - £12.50/ children £5 — are
available from Marion Davies (01234

376713, marion.j.davies@btinternet.com) and

all PCC members. Everyone welcome!

Ladies - Cuppa, Chat and Croissant
at All Saints Church

We thought it might be nice to arrange a
monthly get together for ladies. So we hope
that you will come along for a cuppa, a chat
and a croissant Tuesday 15th September
from 10 to 11.30 am. Donations would be
appreciated, but more importantly, please
come along and meet up with others.

If you have any queries please contact Julia on
07763977649 or Mary on 07876467151. We
hope to see you there.

Sponsored Bike ’'n Hike

Saturday 12" September. Help raise funds
for church repairs whilst cycling or hiking
between churches and chapels in the area.

Please contact Marion Davies (01234 376713;
marion.j.davies@btinternet.com)

Church Lighting

During August, we have lit All Saints’ Church in
memory of Bernard Hopperton, former tower
captain, PCC member and stalwart all-round
supporter of the church who sadly passed
away this month.

If you would like to mark a special occasion or
remember someone by lighting the church
contact Gill Shaw on 376530. All we ask for is
a minimum donation of £15.

Friends of All Saints’ Church 200
club

1t £80 Graham & Angela Inskip
29 £40 James Hopperton

39 £20 Nigel Bastin

40 £10 Sara Singlehurst

We are always looking for new members and
it's never too late if you would like to join the
club and pay pro rata. We are able to take
BACS, cash, cheques or contactless. If you
would like details or have any queries, please
give me a call on 376530 or email me at
clive50shaw@btinternet.com.

All Saints Church Bells

For the chance to WIN £20!!! and to contribute
to the restoration fund, why not enter a quiz
about places in Bedfordshire?

Each entry costs £2 and all profits go to the All
Saints bell restoration and associated
works fund.

For further details or to obtain a quiz form,
please contact Mary on 07876467151

Top End Village Stores

You are all more than welcome to use the
bottle bank and clothing bank (sorry, the other
bins are not for public use)

We do please ask you to take care when
driving into the yard area. Even though we are
past the peak holiday season, there are still
likely to be a number of happy children on site,
so please keep a look-out for them running
about or riding around on their bikes.

Kind regards

Jim, Rachael and Sarah
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Baptist Church

www.littlestaughtonbaptist.org

Sunday services during the month

September 6" Mr. Andrew Jones
September 13t Mr. Jim Fitzgerald
September 20t Mr. Andrew Jones
(Communion)
September 27 Harvest Festival

(see below)

All services start at 10:30am unless otherwise
stated.

Other events

Wednesday 2" September Drop-in Coffee
morning at 10am. Come and have a cuppa, a
piece of cake or toast and a chat. Everyone
welcome.

Thursday 10" September The Thursday
Lunch Club at 12:30

Do you live in Little Staughton? Then why not

join us for some good conversation, company,
and a freshly cooked two-course lunch? If you
would like to come, please call either Hazel on
07971488186 or Carol on 07763124155.

MacMillan Coffee Morning

This year’s event will be held on Saturday 12t
September between 10:00 — 13:00. Please put
this date in your diary and on your calendar.

All offers of help in baking cakes and helping
on the day will be greatly appreciated. (I know
that many of you have other commitments on
this date but if you want to bake a cake in
advance, we can freeze it and then use in the
day). If you can help drop me a WhatsApp
message on 07805 492426

Harvest Festival

We have come to that point in the Christian
calendar when, especially in rural communities
such as ours, we celebrate the gathering in for
another year of the harvest. This year we will
be celebrating Harvest Festival on Sunday
27" September, and we invite you to join us
on that occasion as we once again give thanks
to God for His provision for us throughout
another year. If we sit down for a moment and
consider just how blessed we are, | am sure
we would be surprised. (Any produce
received, non-perishable preferred, if possible,

will be donated to support the work of a local
foodbank after the service).

The Bible contains the words that God spoke
as a promise to Noah after the flood,

“As long as the earth endures, seedtime

and harvest, cold and heat, summer and

winter, day and night will never cease.”
Genesis 8:22

As with all God’s promises, He has kept them.
Yes, the successfulness of the harvest varies
but it has never failed. God in His goodness
provides for our every need. Therefore, as is
always the case when we receive something
from someone, we should say thank you. The
chorus of the harvest hymn, “ We plough the
fields and scatter” reminds us of this very thing:

All good gifts around us
Are sent from heaven above,
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord,
For all His love.

When many of us were growing up, either at
home or at school we were taught to say grace
when we gave thanks to God for the food we
were about to eat. Sadly, today that is not a
habit that is still the case in so many instances.
Habits can be dangerous but this one is not as
it expresses our gratitude for what we have.

The chorus of that harvest hymn also includers
the line where we are encouraged to give
thanks to God “For all His love”. What amazing
love God has shown the world in the sending
of His Son, Jesus, into this world to be the
Saviour. Jesus laid down his life that we might
be forgiven for all those wrong things we have
thought and done. The greatest demonstration
of love is said to be that someone would lay
down their life for others which is exactly what
Jesus did for you and me. Thank you, Jesus.

Andrew Jones

Hobby Club

The next meeting will take place on Friday 4"
September at the usual time from 1.00 till
4:00.There is a small charge of £2 to cover
Hall costs and refreshments. Looking forward
to seeing as many people as possible.

Any queries, please contact Jan Sweatman on
07841 027317.
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Afternoon Tea

Please do come along for a natter over a mug
(or two) of tea or coffee with biscuits and cake.

The next meetings, all on a Friday and running
from 2.00 to 3.00 pm are on September 18",
October 16" and November 20™.

The cost is still only £1.00 per person. This is a
non-profit event with all excess funds being
either donated to village events or to a charity
chosen by tea club attendees.

Everyone welcome!
Free Village Hall Library

The village hall library, situated in the entrance
lobby, will be open for both the afternoon tea
and the hobby club if you would like to donate,
borrow or exchange books and jigsaws.

North Beds Ramblers: We are 50!

Please note change of start time for
afternoon walks — Summer start 13:30

Come and join us for a walk. We walk every
Saturday afternoon (c 6 miles) and twice a
month in the morning (c 12 miles). To test the
waters, there is a shorter, slower Ramble on
the first Saturday of each month. And during
the summer there are evening walks from 7 pm

September Walks

Start of the Bedfordshire Festival of
Autumn Walks

September 5" am “Ramble”, Mowsbury Park,
4.5 miles;

pm, Mowsbury Park, 7 miles, Birthday walk No
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September 12" am Riseley, 12.5 miles; pm
Stagsden, 6 miles

September 19" pm Rowney Warren, 7 miles,
September 26" pm, Yardley Hastings 6 miles

Contact; Margaret Sawyer 07780933729
Facebook; North Beds Ramblers. For our
latest walks programme, please visit
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/north-bedfordshire

Bedfordshire Festival of Autumn
Walks 2026

This runs from Saturday 5" to Sunday 13"
September. All events start in Bedfordshire, so
do take the chance to explore our beautiful
County Full details can be found at
https://www.bedswalkfest.co.uk/walks.php

Most events are free and don’t need booking
so dig out your walking boots, put them on,
lace them up - and then fill them!

Keysoe WI

Keysoe Women's Institute meets on the 2nd
Tuesday of every month. The next meeting is
on 8" September starting at 7.30. There is a
wide variety of speakers throughout the

year. All ladies are welcome. For more details,
please call Mary Hopperton on 07876 467151

Keysoe Village Hall Events

Village Show at Keysoe on Saturday 5t
September. If you have any questions, please
contact Nikki on 07774 456825

or nikki@oliviabea.co.uk,, Penny on 01234
378878. or Charmain on 07745 607400

East Park Solar Power Plant

For the latest news, please visit
https://stopeastparkenergy.com/campaign-
latest/

Greensands Writers’ Group

Based in Little Staughton, GWG holds free
virtual (Zoom/Teams) meetings on the third
Tuesday of every month. The next meeting is
on 15" September from 7pm-9pm.

If you are interested or to see what the group
has been writing recently, get details at
greensandswriters.wixsite.com/website or
email greensandswriters@gmail.com

Parish Council Meetings

16t September - 215t October -
18" November - 9" December

20" January 2027 - 17" February - 17" March
- 215t April

All meetings take place on Wednesdays in The
Chapel Schoolroom, starting at 7.30pm.

Dates for your diary

Sunday 30" August MS Society Fund Raiser
at The Crown from 3 pm

Saturday 12" September MacMillan Coffee
Morning at the Baptist Church

Saturday 19" September Annual Village Golf
Day

Sunday 4" October Harvest Lunch
Saturday 10" October Bingo Night (tbc)

Saturday 215t November Fashion Show at the
Village Hall

Saturday 12'" December Christmas Dance

Newsletter

Please send copy for the October 2026
issue to Paul Valentine at EImhurst, Spring
Hill or pvalenti1945@gmail.com by Monday
28" September. Thank you
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